
 

     Application and Reasoning – Recognising Devices to Build Cohesion – Fiction – Year 6  

As the pickup truck bounced and juddered its way along the potholed road, Gerrit 
fidgeted uneasily. He was excited, of course, but his pessimistic thoughts nagged at 
him. What if the report the rangers had given him was true, and the young, 
affectionate lion he had released had grown into a fierce, dominant male, the leader 
of his own pride? Would Ubhuti ignore Gerrit? Reject him? Or (Gerrit shuddered at the 
thought) do something worse? 

The ranger driving the truck motioned to an isolated tree to the west. “We can usually 
find the pride under that baobab or somewhere in the surrounding area,” he 
explained. “It may well be the centre of their territory. It’s certainly the best location to 
start our search.” 

After turning off the road, the pickup slowed to a crawl. The last thing Gerrit and his 
guide wanted was for their arrival to accidentally startle the pride and drive them 
away. So they crept forward gently, inching closer to the tree… 

There they were! Six… seven… eight of them! A mix of lionesses and cubs lay resting 
in the shade, watched over by a single fearsome male who rose to his feet when the 
truck appeared. Gerrit’s heart pounded. It was Ubhuti! The great lion padded a few 
steps forward, his eyes fixed firmly on the two men behind the windscreen. This was 
the moment. Hands trembling, Gerrit opened the door…    

4b. Explain why the writer used an ellipsis at the end of paragraph 4. To help build 
suspense about what might happen when he opens the door. 

 R 

5b. Write the first two sentences of the next paragraph. Include a fronted adverbial.  
Various answers, for example: Slowly, he edged himself out of the truck. He was careful 
not to startle Ubhuti. 
 

 A 

E 

E 



 

6b. If you were going to add extra information to the first sentence of paragraph 4, 
would you use parenthesis, a fronted adverbial or a relative clause? Why? Various 
answers, for example: A dash to add extra information (e.g. There they were  
– a whole pride of them!)  

 R 
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Sergeant Higson’s police car was wrapped around a lamppost, the rear part of its 
cabin horribly crumpled. Whatever had struck it had been travelling at an incredible 
speed. In the front seat, the sergeant lay slumped over, thrown roughly forward as the 
impact had sent the car spinning. As he drifted in and out of consciousness, he 
caught fragments of information over the radio. “… units required… heat signal has 
disappeared… corner of 75th Street… urgent…” 

When a throbbing headache told him that he had fully regained his senses, the 
sergeant began trying to piece together what had happened. He had been driving 
his usual route, patrolling the northeast corner of the city, when a streak of brilliant 
white light had burned out of a side street and sent his car crashing off the road. It 
must have been thrown quite a distance because Higson had only just passed the 
junction with 75th Street when he was hit, but now found himself a few buildings away 
from 76th… 

75th Street! The radio messages tumbled back into the policeman’s brain. He was 
there! The rest of the force was tracking whatever mysterious object had just hit him. 
Painfully, he pulled himself through the car’s smashed window, staggered into an 
alleyway, and immediately froze. There before him, cowering behind some bins, was 
a tiny girl. The sergeant, who had experienced plenty of peculiar things in his career, 
was lost for words. The girl was unlike anyone he had ever seen. She glowed.      

6b. List all the conjunctions used in paragraph 2. when, and, because, but 
 

 VF 

7b. How many fronted adverbials are used in paragraph 3?  two 
 

 VF 

E 

E 

E 
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8b. Which relative pronoun refers to the sergeant in paragraph 3?  who 
 

 VF 

9b. How has an ellipsis been used in paragraph 1?  An ellipsis has been used to 
show where words have been omitted.  

 

 VF 

10b. In paragraph 3, has the author used a relative clause, a fronted adverbial or a 
conjunction to give extra information about the sergeant being lost for words? relative 
clause 

 VF 
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Year 6 1. Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ 
spelt      –cious or –tious 

 

 

 

Not many common words end like this. 

If the root word ends in –ce, the /ʃ/ 
sound is usually spelt as c – e.g. vice – 
vicious, grace – gracious, space – 
spacious, malice – malicious. 

Exception: anxious. 

1. Read each word aloud. Use phonics to segment and blend each sound. 
2. Practise your neat, joined handwriting and write each word at least 

twice. 
3. Look up the meaning of unfamiliar words in a dictionary.  
4. Put these words into sentences 

vicious 

 

ambitious 

 
suspicious 

 

cautious 

spacious 

 

fictitious 

 

delicious 

 

infectious 

malicious 

 

nutritious 

 
conscious cautious  

 
unconscious 

 

anxious 

precious 

 

unconscious 
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 delicious superstitious 


