
The Council house – an auditorium full of debate - and an 

environment which is well used to major issues being argued. And 

today, is an issue before the house of the utmost importance for all 

concerned! I would hope you could consider the vast list of points I 

intend to put before you today. I must admit this is personally the most 

outrageous motion for debate ever discussed in the council chambers 

and taken seriously! I would argue that the prospect of people not been 

able to choose to use public transport as they wish is COMPLETELY 

AND UTERLY RIICULOUS!  

You must consider individuals, like elderly family members, consider 

teachers who must carry a great deal of teaching paraphernalia, not to 

even mention the HEAVILY  pregnant women, whose health may be 

affected by this motion. You really must sympathise with these 

individuals, envisage a poor, poor parent in the rain attempting to 

collapse a pram in one hand and holding a baby in the other whilst they 

feel the annoyed presence of the bus driver making them feel like they 

have a need to pick up the pace! Surely it would be just plain and 

simply cruel to ban them from using their own car!  Public transport 

will only result in more unhappy families and difficulties in accessing 

which most will find straightforward! Or maybe visualise someone who 

been disabled / disadvantaged whether that’s simply to a broken leg or 

a permanent health disorder! I would ask if anyone here has been in 

that situation where, as a wheelchair user they have tried to use a bus. 

THIS SIMPLY IS NOT FAIR AT ALL! 

Please also consider the areas through which families may travel. Make 

sure you’re aware of the distance and ‘rough terrain’ that schools often 

have nearby. The school which I myself attend - Bells Farm and 

schools nearby are positioned near very steep hills. Imagine the struggle 

they would face walking each day. Then there is deplorable state of the 

pavements, where the council have not maintained an even surface. 

They are rutted un-even and an accident waiting to happen. 



 

I can’t even explain the incalculable number of children who are not 

even able to contend for a decent attendance! Reason? Well because 

they miss the bus and are forced to take on a lengthy and for some 

challenging walk, so do consider that the last thing we need to do, for 

these individuals is dis-allow them to make use of public transport 

because it’s within a mile! 

 

Theres a lot of bus over crowding so we also need to have a more 

comprehensive public transport policy whether that’s bigger busses, 

more busses or an expanded metro system. However this could mean 

busier roads or more damage to our road system. So do we need more 

heavy busies causing more road damage? The council already find it 

difficult to maintain do we want to be known as pot-hole Birmingham 

let alone pot-hole Britain as was recently highlighted on a TV 

documentary. Increasing busies however opens more jobs which will 

decrease un-employment. Is this really worth the cost? More busies 

means more traffic and more traffic jams, what will be the impact on 

punctuality be? It will affect childrens learning because of the increase 

in lateness. 

 

So I hope you can agree with me and many others that it would be 

quite a cruel insult to go forth with this motion. Do other wise and vote 

against the motion. I would find it quite frightening if you feel that 

Birmingham citizens do not deserve a free choice on how they travel to 

school! 

Shanice 

On first hearing the matter for debate, I 

initially thought of co the many 



advantages, although not everyone 

would agree. Once  I viewed a host of 

evidence, I had to conclude that actually 

it was one of the most ridiculous and 

most outrageous plans ever to come out of 

a councillor’s mouth .I urge you to listen 

to the myriad reasons why I believe the 

very notion of approving this plan is 

ridiculous, outmoded and removes the 

right of the individual to make a choice. 

The motion before this chamber should 

not be voted for. 

 

Firstly, some staff and children live a 

significant distance away which may be 

impossible to even access using public 

transport. Therefore this particular 

debate is not only highly irregular but is 

also impossible for some people. 

 

In addition to that, one of my concerns 

are the people who have to walk over a 

rough area. Imagine if you were a woman 

who was heavily pregnant, and you had 

to trudge up and down a hill- which, as 



you may know, Bells Farm is commonly 

known to having. What if a relative or 

guardian is elderly and find this task 

impossible ? Are you saying the child 

must be late for school all the time ? 

 

Another point is, what about the buses? 

Honestly, have you not thought this 

through at all ?For all the people that live 

more than a mile away, that means they 

have to catch the bus. This also means 

more traffic. To be elected for Prime 

Minister, you need to know what to do. As 

a Prime Minister, I thought you were a 

sensible man who thought of sensible 

ideas. Obviously not``! It should be an 

individual choice anyway. 

 

In conclusion I just want you to consider 

all of my points: 

• Staff and children who live miles 

away 

• Pregnant, disabled or elderly 

members of family 

• And overcrowded buses 



As I said before I believe that the motion 

before this chamber should not be voted 

for. 

 

I rest my case! 

 

Shola 

Although not everyone would agree, I believe that your suggestions are not 

very amusing. If children or staffs live a mile away, it should certainly not mean 

they must walk. Surely it is their decision or their choice as to how they get to 

the school – after all they chose the school for many reasons and perhaps they 

should also be given the choice of how they get there! I have many reasons why 

you should dismiss this motion and come round to my way of thinking. 

 

Firstly, if you insist on putting people on buses, it will increase traffic and cause 

of over loading of buses. Some staff/children live a significant distance away 

and sometimes you cannot rely on buses to arrive on time. This could cause a 

decrease in attendance. The people, who are late, would not be very happy 

(including their guardian). Nobody‘s perfect but have you thought the 

ramification of this through? 

 

Although the object of the proposal is to get the children to school on time, 

you can not be serious when it comes to let a poor mother push a double pram 



up the hill and haul her other children along a swell. You must be crazy! To 

make matters worse, what if the woman were pregnant! Furthermore, there are 

many hills next to Bells Farm. Even though the mother is pregnant you would 

still make her walk just because she may live within a mile? Are you for real? I 

don’t think so. How would you feel if this was you? 

 

Just to make sure you are on track with me, what if person walking to school 

was an elderly guardian or maybe disabled? It wouldn’t be fair if they had to 

walk a certain distance that they couldn’t walk easily. They may not want to go 

on public transport; it might be too crowded for them. As it is a natural 

possibility anyone could be claustrophobic. 

 

In conclusion, it is clear that these reasons are all valid and just because people 

live within a 1 mile doesn’t mean they have to walk. Therefore it’s wrong to 

make someone else’s decisions for them (especially with out permission). 

People have they’re own minds and right to make decisions. Think this all 

through:  

• Frequent traffic issues  

• Crowding on buses 

• Distance 

• Heavy pregnancy  

• Elderly guardians/disability  

People choose for themselves. 

 



  Hermione 

On first hearing of the matter for debate, I immediately 
thought of plenty of advantages, however once I reviewed 
a host of evidence I just had to conclude that this is the 
most outrageous suggestion to be put to the council, for a 
significant amount of time. Are you for real? I thought this 
chamber was here to support the people of Birmingham – 
not to make life more difficult! I definitely know that you 
need to rethink this proposal with immediate effect. I urge 
you to listen to the very serious reasons why I believe that 
this chamber should not be voting for such a ridiculous 
and extreme motion. I intend to sway your opinion and 
have many valid reasons to support my view. 

Everybody knows that there are frequent traffic issues 
across the city and in my area - on Bells Lane due to 
buses. Some staff and pupils live a significant distance 
away consequently, should this motion be passed, they 
would have to take public transport to get to the school. It 
has to be recognised that taking public transport costs 
money and the fares are getting higher and higher. If 
everybody is taking public transport then that will either 
cause over crowding and arguments or affect the smooth 
running of the public transport system. It will cause traffic 
jams on the road where more buses are being put into 
service because there aren’t enough vehicles to transport 
everybody who needs to travel. The impact this motion 
will cause is overwhelming and obvious to anyone who 
has actually thought it through! 

How can you expect elderly or pregnant guardians to walk 
to school because it’s within a mile? It is ridiculous! Are 
you really prepared for the impact on hospitals because 
people have fallen over? As many people know there are 
lots of steep hills near the school which I attend.  If elderly 
guardians are forced to take public transport then where 
buses are full – do you seriously expect them to stand! 
One unfortunate day they could seriously injure 



themselves – with the stop start motion of the bus causing 
them to fall. Do you want them to break their fragile 
bones? I thought not… Guardians with disabled children 
in wheel chairs can’t keep going on and off buses! Only 
for one simple reason; there are no ramps available. 

 

Did you realise that there are rough areas in Birmingham? 
Some of the areas can be pretty dangerous. Imagine a 
mother of three trying to close a double buggy with two 
toddlers in her arms plus a four year old screaming 
because it is too cold. Just think about what trouble it will 
cause if people can’t go in the car to school.  

 

I still disagree with this suggestion I hope you listen to this 
and agree with me – that this is the most outrageous 
suggestion… EVER! Think of the elderly and pregnant 
guardians. Not to mention the disabled and young people. 
Please re think this and vote against the motion. 

 

 


